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response, the Japanese foreign ministry said that it was not in a position to 
independently obtain a copy of the USS Ticonderoga's deck log (although a copy of 
the log had been already been presented to it). Instead, it reiterated that because 
the U.S. did not request advance consultation at the time, Japan had no reason to 
suspect that nuclear weapons were onboard the ship when it arrived in Yokosuka 

after the accident.— 

The Japanese government had proven its loyalty to its nuclear ally and sacrificed 
the integrity of its non-nuclear policy by choosing to ignore clear and indisputable 
evidence that nuclear weapons were brought into Japan. The United States, in turn, 
continued to maintain the secrecy in public. But the Ticonderoga story and the 
increasingly clearer documentation that U.S. nuclear-capable ships routinely ignored 
Japan's policy on nuclear transit affected the way the U.S. could respond to such 
stories in the future. In connection with a meeting with Japanese Deputy Minister 
Kuriyama on nuclear transits, the U.S. State Department acknowledged that the 

incident had "increased pressure on our pattern of response to such allegations."— 
Perhaps there was a limit after all to how far the collusion could be stretched. 
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